
Citrus
Citrus do best in sandy or loamy soils with reasonable drainage.  If planted in heavy clay soils
ensure they are planted on a small mound or consider planting them in a container.

Feeding citrus is best carried out twice yearly – ideally in the autumn and then early spring. 
Sulphate of Potash is recommended to encourage fruiting and flowering. Blood and Bone will
encourage healthy leaf growth however be sure not to apply too much when trees are bearing
fruit, this will encourage thick skins and dry fruit.

A deep watering twice a week over summer is all that is required and applying mulch will help
conserve moisture and keep weeds at bay. Infrequent watering can result in split fruit and too
little water can result in dry fruit or fruit drop if the plant becomes stressed.

Yellowing of foliage in winter and spring is a common problem, it is usually is the result of cold
temperatures.  As the weather warms up this problem will remedy itself.  If you re particularly
concerned you can give the tree a seaweed fertiliser which will assist to improve the quality of
the soil and it is a great tonic for the citrus tree.  This fertiliser can be applied both to the foliage
and soil on a fortnightly basis until improvement is seen.

Citrus have some pest and disease issues however they can all be easily treated with white oil,
neem oil or soap sprays – these are all organic options.  Healthy trees grown in full sun seem
much less susceptible. 

Older trees can be pruned to shape, or to rejuvenate them, however don’t expect much fruit
the first season after heavy pruning. Some varieties fruit more heavily every second year, with
a lean year in between. Citrus plants are self-fertile so don’t need more than one tree to fruit.
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